Streng Volunteer Center Dedication May Jlst, 2007

On May 31st, 2007
the American River
Parkway Foundation
officially  dedicated
and named the Vol-
unteer Center for
the Jim Streng fam-
ily who was instru-
mental in helping to
make the Volunteer
Center a reality.

8"93-($:-.;$88$5*./'<$)"*+$=-9"#;$

The Streng Volun-
teer Center houses the American River Parkway Founda-
tion staff and provides for a conference meeting room to
accommodate American River Parkway related trainings
and meetings.

Jim Streng, former
Sacramento County
Board of Supervisor,
saw the building of
M the Volunteer Cen-
ter as a critical com-
ponent to further
community steward-
@l ship for the protec-
tion and preserva-
tion of American
River Parkway. Last year the Parkway Foundation de-
ployed 3000 volunteers on the Parkway whose efforts
contributed to Parkway restoration, conservation, clean-
up and beautification.

The Parkway Foundation board and staff is grateful to all
= Of the donors who contrib-
B uted to the building of the
A Y Center. A special thank you
% goes out to Reynan & Bardis,
‘E; Joyce Raley Teel and James E
Teel, The Erickson Family,

4 Robert & Trudy Fox, Scott &
Carmah Wolcott, Ken & Joyce
Adamson, Albert Dreyfuss,
() S @A ISAL)SBLSS Mort & Marcy Friedman, John
cris@DR1 eSS 2 2ssssssssss Wolfe,  Milgard  Manufactur-
- HIS=H"15S ing, Precision Framing, Rex
Moore Electric, Wayside
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The concept for a Volun- FEsEiEes
teer Center in the Park- /St
way began about twelve FElEa=s
years ago when ARPF
board member Scott
Wolcott and his wife Carmah
saw the potential for creating
a permanent home for the Parkway Foundation on a de-
graded site in William Pond Park once occupied by a sand
a gravel operation. Scott rallied fellow board members
on the idea and recruited
architect Dennis
Greenbaum to update a
building design which was
first drawn by Alan Drey-
fuss in the early '90s.
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Scott worked to get the
buy-in of the neighbors on ™
the other side of the levee
and won the cooperation
and backing of SARA, ARNHA, the Parks Department, and
the Board of Supervisors to construct the Center in the
Parkway.

ARPF board member, Scott Wolcott

Over the course of twelve years, Scott negotiated with
numerous permitting agencies to obtain all the necessary
approvals and persuaded an incredible cadre of private
contractors and companies to donate their expertise, la-
; | bor and materials. He secured
B the services of an outstanding
general contractor, John Wolfe,
on loan to us from Reynen and
Bardis, and garnered many
W other major financial donations.
M All the while, Scott continued to
contrbute his expertise and
money to the project.
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The Parkway Foundation staff moved into their new of-
fices June 1, 2006. Since opening day the building con-
ference facilities have been regularly used by Parkway
support organizations, agencies and stakeholders. The
staff conducts several volunteer trainings each year and
facilitates special event activities in the meeting room.
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In December the American River
Parkway Foundation and the Sac-
ramento Weed Warriors began
implementing the tree planting portion of the Invasive Plant
Management Plan. The task was to coordinate volunteers to
plant and care for one thousand two hundred trees. The
planting goal was achieved at the end of April and we are
pleased to say that all of the tree groves planted have been
adopted by a great group of Parkway Stewards.

The job of caring for newly planted trees will include a lot of
watering, some weed removal and the occasional repair of
the browse protection cage. There will be disappointments
with those trees that are lost to heat, and critters and reassur-
ance when we replant those losses in October. At the end of
three years of cate the cages will come off and the watering
will stop. These trees will be on their own and appear as
though they had fallen as an acorn from the large tree close
by or perhaps been planted by a scrub jay. Those of you that
participated in the planting and even more so, those who are

watering them through the hot summers will know that the
stand of trees is there because you showed up to volunteer
and did the work you wete asked to do.

This is volunteer work that will benefit Parkway visitors and
enhance the Parkway environment for generations to come.
Some benefits associated with these groves include the in-
crease in shade cover and the decrease of Yellow Star This-
tle; greater diversity of plant life and better forage opportuni-
ties for the animals that live here. Along with these, the trees
will be beautiful in their own right.

The volunteers who have adopted these groves include indi-
viduals, couples, classmates and environmental clubs organ-
ized by company employees. The list is growing and more
are welcome to join as we would like to have more hands
making the work lighter.

Introducing the Adopt-A-Grove Stewards

Michael Lee, Phil Lutz, Erik Gantenbein, Lee Lungren, Jay
and Linda Tinsman, Cordell and Linda Van Reese, Christine
Lee, Vincent Hiem, The Green Team at CM2Hill and the
Setvice Club at Jones and Stokes have come forward to

Adopt-A-Grove.

When you see them out there this summer caring for the
trees and our Parkway, please take the time to stop and thank
them. Better yet, help them carry that hose. To each and all
of these stewards we say thank you for all that you do for
the Parkway.

Message from the Board President:

Eatlier this year the American River Parkway Foundation Board of Directors held a strategic
planning session to review our current stewardship programs and projects on the American

River Parkway. While building the capacity for a robust volunteer steward program remains a

major focus for the Foundation, we are also committed to funding special projects that con-

tribute to the beautification, restoration, and general well-being of the Parkway.

To that end, the Foundation requested project proposals from the County Parks Department and several Park-
way stakeholder organizations. The Board’s intent is to review the submitted proposals and determine what
funds will be allocated this year to support those efforts. Once a determination is made by the Board, an update

will be forwarded to our members via this newsletter.

Jeremy Hollis,
ARPF President
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This yeat’s spring clean up took place on May 12th at five
locations including Northgate,
Howe Avenue, Sunrise, Ross-
moor Bar and Ancil Hoffman.
Over 200 volunteers showed up
to clean 13.5 miles of trail, col-

lecting 4250 pounds of trash!

The successes of the day was
made possible because of our hard working and reliable site
captains and many volunteers!

¢ The Northgate site was captained by our seasoned volun-
teer, Bill Perry. Some of the clubs cleaning up the area
included the Point West Rotary Club and SAMBA. To-
gether 33 volunteers collected 2,000 pounds of trash.

¢ The Howe Avenue site was captained by another long
time volunteer, Chris Cullen of Cullen Real Estate. Fox
40 news showed up as well as 40 volunteers who col-
lected 450 pounds of trash. Afterwards, Chris put on a
BBQ for everyone. Thanks Chris! It was delicious.

¢ The Sunrise site was captained by Dave Ford from the
Fly Fishers Association. This was their 1st time heading
up a cleanup. They did a great job with 65 volunteers
showing up and collecting 750 pounds of trash.

¢ The Rossmoor Bar site captain was John Barris, a very
popular high school teacher at Rancho Cordova High
School. 32 students from Mr. Barris’s class showed up
and collected 750 pounds of trash.

¢ The Ancil Hoffman site was captained by Peter Hayes
from ARNHA. 30 volunteers showed up and collected
300 pounds of trash.

REKCYCLE?

Rex Cycles
sponsors the 4th annual
bike ride to benefit
SABA and ARPF

Support THE ParRkwAY

A RIDE TO BINEFIT THE
AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY FOUNDATION
AND SACRAMENTO AREA BICYCLE ADVOCATES

2007

The Fourth annual REX CYCLES Support The Parkway
was once again a success. It was a major fundraiser for
both the American River Parkway Foundation as well as
the Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates. We were very
fortunate again this year to have incredibly generous
sponsors so that all of the entry fee went to the Founda-
tion and SABA. This was the biggest "Rex Ride" so far,
and we had 324 riders and grossed over $43,000 . This
means that after expenses the Foundation and SABA will
each receive $17,000.

Steve and I feel really lucky to have such great support
for this event from sponsors and riders as well as the
many volunteers who helped make this ride happen. Many
local businesses make the raffle possible by donating great
gift certificates, bike clothing and goodie bags- and even
a bikel. Capital Beverage and New Belgium Brewing
Company generously supplied us with the beverages and
beer again. In addition, this year we had Two Rivers Ci-
der. We received great feedback for the event and look

forward to making it happen in 2008.

We want to say THANK YOU to everyone who partici-
pated and supported the event and for supporting Sacra-

mento’s most valuable natural resource.

D . -
Peggy Rex

Fundraisers

August 4, 2007
May—]uly, 2007

Down River Day

Parks Passport Promotion

Volunteer Opportunities

September 15, 2007 Great American River Clean-up
October 13 & 14, 2007 Salmon Festival
Oct 27, 2007 Parkway Beautification Day

For more information visit our website at www.arpf.org
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Invasive Plant Management Program volunteers meet the 1st
Saturday of every month to plant trees and remove inva-
sive weeds from the Parkway.

Adopt A Grove committed volunteers needed for a mini-
mum of one year service to water and tend a grove of
young oak tree seedlings on the Parkway.

Special Parkway Projects—The Parkway Foundation is inter-
ested in hearing from you. If you have an idea for a project
that would improve or beautify the Parkway, please let us know
by emailing your project proposal to us at avincent@arpf.org.
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What is the value of the Parkway? This
is more than a rhetorical or philosophi-
cal question to the Sacramento County
Department of Regional Parks. County
Parks is currently working with County
Real Estate staff, independent licensed
real estate appraisers, and EDAW, a lo-
cal environmental planning consultant,
to assess the market value of an acre of
land in the American River Parkway.
Unlike many concerned homeowners on
the edge of the real estate bubble, the
County is not seeking to refinance loans
or sell land in a soft market. Instead, the
economic analysis of land values in the
Parkway is related to the market demand
for a new commodity: land dedicated to
ecological mitigation projects.

Parkway users have noticed the prolif-
eration of caged tree seedlings, tempo-
rary deer fences, and new irrigation lines
along the bike trail and river bank in
recent years. This infrastructure is to
support mitigation projects designed to
restore native vegetation communities
and wildlife habitats. There are currently
over 200 acres of existing restoration
projects and approximately 1,000 more
acres in the planning stages. Market
demand is so great that nearly every field
of weeds or bare stream bank along the
American River could be converted to
native plants and enhanced wildlife habi-
tats.

Compliance with environmental laws
and regulations protecting species and
habitats is an integral part of the cost of
any construction or land development
project. Anyone who has remodeled a
house knows that permit fees need to be
calculated into the overall cost of the
project. Many projects essentially need
to acquire the rights to two parcels of
land: one for the construction project,
and a second for mitigation to replace
the lost habitat. In the last decade a
whole new industry has developed of
companies specializing in designing and
“building” habitat restoration projects,
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native plant nurseries, and mitigation
“banks” that sell credits of restored habi-
tat units to satisfy legally required mitiga-
tion.

Recognizing that land has an economic
value and that many projects need land
for mitigation, the County established
the Habitat Restoration Program Fee in
1996. The HRP Fee was $8,000 per
acre, and went entirely into a fund to
acquire new park land and open space in
the County. It is important to consider
two things about the HRP Fee: 1)
County Parks has a mission to enhance
and restore native habitats on the Park-
way, and welcomes such projects where
they are consistent with our land use and
management plans; but 2) if Parks al-
lowed free access to our land, we would
in effect subsidize development projects.

From 1996 to 2006 real estate prices
increased about 250% and the ecological
mitigation market matured, yet the HRP
Fee remained unchanged. The effect
was that Parks was unlikely getting fair
market value for land rights under the
HRP, shortchanging the original intent
of the fee to buy new park land and
open space. Therefore, in October
2000, the County increased the HRP Fee
to $20,000/acre to maintain the same
purchasing power of the original fee.
Enacted on an interim basis, updating
the fee begged the question: what is the
market value for mitigation rights? In
other words, the HRP is not the value of
the land, since we are not selling land,
nor is it the value of the inputs, since the
HRP Fee only provides a right to enter;
all applicants are responsible for install-
ing, maintaining, and monitoring their
own projects. So what is the economic
value of the just the right to use Park
land to plant and establish habitat miti-
gation?

Any economic analysis has to address
opportunity costs. Let’s imagine a typi-
cal project that needs to establish 10

By
Trevor Burwell e —
urce Specialist

“Sacramento County Regional Parks

acres of habitat for construction-related

impacts to Valley Elderberry Longhorn
Beetle (VELB). There are three main
market options. One option is to buy a
10 acre parcel of land that has no pre-
sent habitat value but is adjacent to other
VELB habitat, and plant VELB habitat,
and then maintain and monitor it for 10-
15 years. To hire a restoration company
to do this would cost an average of
$45,000/acre in addition to whatever the
land cost. The main difficulty with this
method is finding just the right size
piece of land, in just the right ecological
setting, close to the project impacts, in

the year the project is being built.

A second option is to call a mitigation
bank and buy 10 acres of credit at about
$85,000/acre. While the initial cost is
greater, this is an attractive option to
many because it avoids the logistic prob-
lems and risks of the do-it-yourself op-
tion.

A third option is to pay the HRP Fee
and restore 10 acres of habitat on the
Parkway. Under the current interim fee,
this option would cost $20,000/acre for
the right to use the Parkway and
$45,000/acre to hire a company to pre-
pare, plant, maintain, and monitor a
mitigation site for 10 years. So for about
$65,000/acre, this is essentially a hybrid
of the first two options- the project ap-
plicant still has to do all the habitat
work, but does not have to deal with the
logistics of finding the right piece of
land.

At this point, you may be asking three
questions:

1) If a bank costs $85,000, and the Park-
way option costs $65,000, isn’t Parks
losing $20,000/acre?

2) Even with an HRP Fee of $40,000/
acre, how can Parks buy much land near
the American River where single home
lot may cost $500,000?
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3) And considering the cost of land near
the Parkway, why doesn’t Parks charge
$500,000/acre for the HRP Fee?

These are all useful, logical questions being
addressed by EDAW. The answer to the
first, we believe, is that difference between
the HRP Fee and the mitigation bank fee
is based on the fact the bank carries all the
risk of project success (every gardener
knows that some plants die despite our
best efforts), and the banks have substan-
tial start-up costs in acquiring the land and
getting permits to operate the bank.

The answer to the second question is that
the HRP Fee is public money for adding
to the public estate, and the County, with
public input, will set priorities for acquir-
ing land from voluntary, willing sellers.
That $20,000 may buy us only a few
square feet of prime real estate next to the
Parkway, but it can also buy several acres
of outstanding habitat and open space

along the Cosumnes River. It’s a trade-
off, and ultimately the will of the people
will decide the best location to acquire
new park lands.

Answering the third question is harder,
and where EDAW will earn its money
balancing market economics and public
policy. A standard real estate appraisal
method for evaluating raw land costs is to
consider its economic potential. Potential
is normally based on full development
under land use designations, such as resi-
dential or commercial. Economic devel-
opment of the Parkway is severely limited
because it is designated open space and in
a floodway. Therefore, comparing land
values to parcels where homes or offices
can be built is not a fair comparison.

With the mitigation market maturing,
“habitat development” is likely the highest
economic use of Parkway lands. EDAW
will analyze the market demand for various
types of habitat mitigation in the region,

compare mitigation bank costs, and then
subtract out all of the added values banks
provide, such as accepting risk, acquiring
permits, and “building” the habitat.

In reviewing the EDAW report, Parks will
also consider less tangible factors. For
example, it is our management goal to
restore native habitats on the Parkway, so
we want mitigating on the Parkway to be
an attractive option in the marketplace.
Yet we also must consider that mitigation
projects do not get exclusive use of the
Parkway: once established, new habitats
will be open for the public to enjoy along
with existing Parkway forests and mead-
ows. Ultimately, Parks intends to make a
recommendation to establish a new HRP
Fee based on the fair market value of this
new commodity called mitigation rights.
And if we can acquire enough new open
space, the habitat mitigation and restora-
tion cycle can begin again for the next gen-
eration.

Lana’s

by Lana R. Sumati

Aloha Everyone! As of May 1, 2007, 1
began a new and exciting adventure with
the American River Parkway Foundation.
Ever since then, my life has been one, big,
fun event all-inclusive of the Half Mara-
thon, Spring Cleanup, Dedication Cere-
mony, GARCU Conference, Trails Day,
and Rex Ride quickly under my belt. It has
been a tremendous joy meeting everyone
the past couple months and I am very
grateful for the opportunity to work with
such a caring and generous community.

As Volunteer Coordinator for the Park-
way Foundation, my mission is to pro-
mote the Volunteer Center as the channel
for continued community involvement in
maintaining the beauty and integrity of the
Parkway. Millions benefit from this glori-
ous landscape cach year and it is always
absolutely inspiring to witness how much
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everyone wants to support and protect it.
In accepting this position, it is my hope
that I can be a resource for you in pursuit

COTne ﬂ$ $EPPS ¢ your vision through volunteerism.

Stewardship! The American River Park-
way 1s many things to many people, and
the Volunteer Center here at the Founda-
tion represents Stewardship. Our stewards
are the caretakers of this great watershed.
We depend on our Stewards to take own-
ership and

be examples to the community of what we
represent here at the Foundation. With
this in mind, I have scheduled an "#$%&""
(O*+,-&+./0#1'(++&'2/Flanning meeting
on Saturday, July 28, This will be an op-
portunity for you to hear my ideas and
visions for the Adopt-A-Mile Stewardship
program and for me to hear from you. I
look forward to meeting you on the 28,

Outreach: More recent exciting news is
that Whole Foods has become a new
the state-wide
Cleanup scheduled on Sep 15% this year.
To kick-off this exciting relationship, all

sponsor of California

41 stores in California donated 5% of
their proceeds from June 19th towards
this program that we have been a part of
for 20 years. So come show your apprecia-
tion at our local Whole Foods on Arden
Way and you will see more Parkway Foun-
dation presence there promoting our
Great American River Cleanup. I am also
grateful to Whole Foods for inviting me
to host 2 classes in their store to promote
further community awareness and in-
volvement on the American River Park-
way.

Down River Day: With another success-
ful Rex Ride behind us, it’s time to gear
up for our 24" annual Down River Day
on August 4! We are accepting volunteers
for this fun-filled event and so I encout-
age you to contact me as soon as possible
to get on the list and we’ll show how the
Foundation knows how to pull together
and have a good time!

Please contact me for volunteer opportu-
nities at (916) 486-2773 or info@arpf.org.
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Sacfit makes a generous
contribution to the
American River Parkway
Foundation

HALF MARATHON

The Inaugural American River Parkway Half-Marathon - the
first ever Half-Marathon with separate courses for Runners and
Walkers - was held on Saturday, May 5th beginning at William
Pond.

The event attracted over 1200 runners and 300 walkers and fea-
tured a number of unique and memorable elements including a
scenic, traffic-free course for both races, a post race picnic
lunch sponsored by Subway Sandwiches and Sacfit, environ-
mentally sensitive entertainment provided by Earthtone School
of Music, free massages sponsored by Peak Sport Performance
and Sacfit’s Body Band, and a post-race expo consisting of vari-
ous community resource agencies and health related groups.

The feedback from the participants, as well as the community at
large, affirmed this event as a tremendous success and immedi-
ately anointed the race as the newest Spring-time tradition for
both Sacramento and Rancho Cordova residents, as well as citi-
zens from other neighboring cities.

Sacfit is a 501c3 non profit organization whose mission is to
enhance health and fitness of sedentary populations through
innovative and inspirational educational programs, fitness
events and outreach services.

While Sacfit works hard at achieving their mission, they have a
strong commitment toward the health and wellbeing of the
American River Parkway, where their membership of 200 —300
individuals train each Saturday almost year round.

To that end, Sacfit dedicated the proceeds of this years race to
the American River Parkway Foundation.

The Parkway Foundation is grateful to Sacfit for their generous
donation of $18,000 to support the Foundation’s stewardship
programs including habitat restoration, conservation, beautifica-
tion and clean-up efforts on the American River Parkway.

"#$%+<+'(#H)*++++++++
-(H@(<9+@*%A+<+
B##A%C+

www.rei.com

REI recently made a significant contribution to the
"#$%&,",:0$83rpgram by donating recreational and
outdoor incentive items to encourage and support a
sustainable volunteer program.

Since volunteers will be expected to work in isolated
areas where water and supplies are not readily avail-
able, REI donated practical items such as back packs,
vests, water bottles, first aid kits and compasses. In
addition they donated a trail bike and trailer to be used
to haul hoses up and down the bike trail. The bike
helps us practice good environmental stewardship by
not driving to each of our locations, but instead using
alternative transportation, saving thousands of miles
of automobile travel each year.

Our strategy to ensure that we meet our goal of a 75%
oak seedling survival rate is to make sure that we culti-
vate a committed volunteer crew to implement the
work. We have adequate funding to pay for the seed-
lings, fencing, supplies such as hoses, shovels and
gloves, however, we did not have a funding source for
volunteer retention and recognition. The expectation
is that our core volunteers will commit to at least one
year where they will be required to nurture and attend
to their grove at least twice a month and sometimes
more often. We will organize teams of volunteers for
each grove so that they can share the responsibilities
throughout the year.

In helping us to cultivate a committed volunteer crew
for this long term project, we salute REI for their sup-
port in helping us reach our goal of contributing to
the reforestation of the Parkway with 1,875 thriving
young oak trees in 2009.
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American Rjver Parkway Foundation

To receive your registration form, call the
American River Parkway Foundation at (916) 486-2773
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% PERMIT NO 543

5700 Arden Way| Carmichael, CA 95608
Phone: 916.486.2773 | FAX: 916. 486.2779 | Email: info@arpf.org

I WANT TO SUPPORT MY PARKWAY

Please complete the form below and mail with your payment.

Name or Organization:

Street/City/State/ Zip:

Phone: ( ) Email:
2007 ARPF Membership: $35—%$49 Friendship $50—$249 Discovery
— $250—$499 Sunrise $500—$999 Sustaining $1,000 up Paradise
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fNative Plant Demonstration Garden: C&™*."I1*"&'3$-./$I/"'<$3&1<+*$*&S(/EMH&LS/(1?-*"&'-#$L.&<.-99"'<I$$%0#/-3/$
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$Parks PassPort: Vvehicle License #s (up to 3)
— $40 Vehicle $60 Small Watercraft $60 Horse Trailer $80 Oversized Boat trailer
Make your check payable to Sacramento County Regional Parks

PAYMENT INFORMATION: TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:$
|:| Check: $ Check # Please make check payable to the 69/."?-'$7"E/.$%-.G)-;$=&1'(-*"&'
I:I Visa or Master Card # Exp Date: 3 digit verification code ___
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